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SWEET GRASS COUNTY Recorded 11/3/2023 At 10:16 AM
Vera Pederson, Clk & Redr By &%
Return to: SWEET GRASS COUNTY '

AUGUST 28 — SEPTEMBER 1, 2023
COMMISSIONER MEETINGS

Sweet Grass County Commissioner meetings are held in the office of the county commissionets in the
Sweet Grass County Annex in Big Timber, Montana, unless otherwise noted in the minutes. The first
Monday of each month a department head staff meeting will be held at 9:30 a.m. Claims will be
reviewed and approved for payment every Thursday unless a conflict arises. At least one commissioner
will be in the office from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily unless they are at a conference or a meeting
requiring them to be out of the office.

NOTICE: These minutes reflect the proceedings of the Board of County Commissioners. The
official minutes are on file with the Clerk and Recorder (MCA 7-4-2611(2)(b).
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Monday, August 28, 2023
All Commissioners are in.

Commissioner Wallace moved that the Commission sign the letter of support for
Beaverhead County’s and Montana Association of Counties’ request for an opinion to
Attorney General Knudsen regarding the extremely high reappraisal values and the fact
that the State of Montana will collect an additional $60 million dollars in revenue, while
the counties are expected to reduce mills to protect the taxpayers. Commissioner Roe
seconded and the motion was carried with three ayes.

Public Works Director Conner was in to discuss the Grey Bear Bridge Scour Abutment
Project recommendation of award. Commissioner Wallace moved to accept the
recommendation of Brandon Duffey, GW Engineering, to award the project to
Broadwater Excavating for $316,000.15. Commissioner Roe seconded the motion and it
carried with three ayes.

Weed Supervisor Weston stopped in to discuss the role of Safety Coordinator and the
meeting she had with the worker’s comp people.

All Commissioners attended the South-Central Montana Mental Health Meeting.

All Commissioners met with Finance Officer Uehling and continued to work on the final
details of the 2023 budget. Superintendent of Schools Rech brought in the final numbers
for the schools.

Tuesday, August 29, 2023
Commissioners Moody and Wallace are in. Commissioner Roe is in this afternoon.

Finance Officer Uehling came in to let us know the phone system was acting up and she
was unable to visit with Alex from Granite Technology unless she used her cell phone.
She reported it to Triangle Telephone, and they were going to start another ticket.

Clerk & Recorder Pederson stopped in to discuss the problems with the phone system and
lack of responsiveness on DIS’s part. Granite Technology’s Bailey Elliott scheduled a
meeting to discuss the county’s options.

Wednesday, August 30,2023
All Commissioners are in.

DES/911 Coordinator Brophy came in to let us know there was a lightning fire on private
property on Green Mountain, up the Main Boulder south of Big Timber. The fire was
under control and being monitored by Forest Service and DNRC.




A resident reported that the cattle guard near 224 Stephen’s Hill Road had been filled in
with gravel and that the cattleguard was damaged with a piece of metal sticking up.
Public Works Director Conner was notified. ‘

All Commissioners attended the pre-construction conference meeting with KLJ
Engineering, Askin Construction Representatives, Yellowstone Air Service and Kirk
Bryan, Airport Manager, for the airport apron improvement project. They are planning on
starting on Wednesday, September 6.

Two residents who live on Stockade Road came in to complain about the lack of gravel
and the roughness of the road, especially from Cowface Road to the county line. Public
Works Director Conner was notified.

Thursday, August 31, 2023
All Commissioners are in.

A representative from Granite Technology stopped in to give us some ideas about the
phone issues we have been having.

Claims and the agenda were reviewed and signed.

Commissioners listened to the “Voices of America” interview with Mike McGinley,
Commissioner of Beaverhead County and financial officer of MACo, and Eric Bryson of
MACo and the request for the AG’s opinion on the state not recognizing Section 15-10-
420, MCA. This is resulting in a windfall to the State while counties are having to reduce
their mills and try to keep the taxpayer whole.

Friday, September 1, 2023
All Commissioners are in.

Commissioner Wallace moved to accept the minutes from April 3™ to May 19% with
corrections. Commissioner Roe seconded and the motion was carried with 3 ayes.

DES/911 Coordinator Brophy stopped in to visit about preparations for letting the bids
for the updated consoles in the sheriff’s office.

Claims for the month of August totaled: $187,933.77
Payroll for the month of August totaled: $447,662.94

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Vera Pederson

Board of County Commissioners

oody, Chairman
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