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Return to: SWEET GRASS COUNTY

OCTOBER 16 - 20, 2023
COMMISSIONER MEETINGS

Sweet Grass County Commissioner meetings are held in the office of the county commissioners in the
Sweet Grass County Annex in Big Timber, Montana, unless otherwise noted in the minutes. The first
Monday of each month a department head staff meeting will be held at 9:30 a.m. Claims will be
reviewed and approved for payment every Thursday unless a conflict arises. At least one commissioner
will be in the office from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily unless they are at a conference or a meeting
requiring them to be out of the office.

NOTICE: These minutes reflect the proceedings of the Board of County Commissioners. The
official minutes are on file with the Clerk and Recorder (MCA 7-4-2611(2)(b).
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Monday, October 16, 2023
All Commissioners are in.

Chairman Moody called the meeting to order. Clerk & Recorder Pederson,
Superintendent of Schools Callie Rech, Treasurer Char Rasnick and Financial Officer
Uehling were present.

Commissioner Wallace moved to approve Resolution 10-16-2023 A — the proposed
amended budget with corrections. Commissioner Roe seconded the motion and it carried
with three ayes. (The Resolution is attached) There was no public comment.

Commissioner Roe moved to approve Resolution 10-16-2023B, the resolution fixing the
mill levies for the county wide levy, rural levy, university levy and the state equalization
levies. Commissioner Wallace seconded and the motion carried with three ayes. There
was no public comment. (The Resolution is attached.)

Peggy Campbell, the county assessor, came in to let us know that she has been unable to
access TaxWise since we updated the server. Granite Technology is currently working
with the IT people at the state to resolve this issue.

DES/911 Coordinator Brophy came in to talk about the Annex generator grant and the
lack of bids to date.

Granite Technology stopped in to visit about technology issues. He also has the .gov e-
mails set up for the Planner and the road department.

Commissioners Moody and Roe went out to look at the Voges Bridge and the Airport
projects.

Haugan Electric stopped in to look at the electrical system. He advised we may need to
do some wiring upgrades, especially prior to hooking up a backup generator.

Tuesday, October 17,2023
All Commissioners are in.

The County Attorney stopped in to visit about the Writ of Mandate filed by the Montana
Quality Education Coalition approximately a week ago.

Commissioner Wallace moved to adopt Resolution 10-17-2023. A resolution authorizing
MACo to represent the interest of the county in seeking a declaratory judgment from the
Montana Supreme Court regarding statewide mill calculations. Commissioner Roe
seconded the motion and it carried with three ayes. (The Resolution is attached)




Commissioner Moody attended the Soil Conservation District meeting regarding Old
Highway 10 bridge.

Wednesday, October 18, 2023
All Commissioners are in.

Public Works Director and Road Foreman were in to update the Commission about the
roads, bridges and other upcoming projects.

Commissioner Roe went to Joliet for a Beartooth RC&D executive board meeting.

A concerned taxpayer stopped in to talk about concerns over homelessness and camper
trailers.

The Commission wrote a letter to be included in the tax bills explaining that the county is
in litigation over the 95 mills the state wants us to mill vs 77.9 mills we are levying.

Thursday, October 19, 2023

All Commissioners are in.

Commissioner Roe moved to allow DES/911 Coordinator Brophy to issue a Request For
Proposals for the Greycliff repeater updates. Commissioner Wallace seconded and the

motion carried with three ayes.

The Mayor of Big Timber stopped in to say thank you for the county’s assistance during
the water main dig on Monday.

Commissioners attended the LEPC meeting, including a de-briefing of the water main
incident.

Mountain Alarm came into repair and re-program the cameras to meet the election
integrity requirements.

Weekly claims were reviewed and signed. The agenda was prepared.
Friday, October 20, 2023
Commissioners Moody and Wallace are in. Commissioner Roe is out.

DES/911 Coordinator Brophy was in to discuss some of the issues with the Annex
Generator project.

Dawn Curry stopped in to visit about the Clerk & Recorder’s position.
Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Vera Pederson
Board of County Commissioners

%, Cha%l
Date Approved:
7

Attest: V. derson Cle ;
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RESOLUTION 10-16-2023 A :
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SWEET GRASS COUNTY AMENDED FINAL BUDGET FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024

WHEREAS, pursuant to Sections 7-6-609 and 7-6-4021 MCA, the Board of County Commissioners of
Sweet Grass County held a public hearing on the proposed amended budget for FY 2023-2024 on
October 16, 2023 at 9:00 a.m.; and

WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4030 MCA, requires the Commission to adopt the final budgei by resolution. The
resolution must: ‘

(a) Authorize appropriations to defray expenses or liabilities for the fiscal year;

(b) Establish legal spending limits at the fund level as finally determined;

(c) Include any increase in property taxes, including an increase authorized under 15- 10 420(1)
and the amount by which property taxes will increase on homes valued at $100,00,
$300,000 and $600,000; and, '

(d) Enter the budget in the official minutes with an effective date of July 1, 2023; and,

WHEREAS, Sweet Grass County received the official Certified Taxable Valuation for 2023 from the
Montana Department of Revenue on August 7, 2023; and,

" WHEREAS, a Resolution for approving the Amended Final Budget was noticed for consideration on

October 5 and October 12, 2023; and,

WHEREAS the attached Amended Preliminary Budget, which is made a part of this resolution by
reference, lists accounts by fund for all approprlatlons for Sweet Grass County; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Sweet Grass County that
the final budget after any amendments to the preliminary budget and after considering any public
comment is hereby approved and adopted and that warrants are issued in accordance with laws
appertaining thereto

This resolution authorizes:

(a) The following appropriations to defray the expenses or liabilities for the fiscal year. Amounts
followed by an asterisk (*) are amended.

(b) Anincrease in property taxes due to 15-10-420 {calculations included). Increase only in
permissive levy of $2.51, $7.53, and $15.07, respectively for a home valued at $100,000,
$300,000, and $600,000 is included in this fiscal year budget.

(c) It sets the legal spending limits at the county fund level. Fund level detail is stated in the formal
budget document and established in the County’s accounting system.

County-wide for a total appropriation of .........cveveensinsevvenssssrnnnae $6,636,546
Rural for a total appropriation Of......mucimiciniuennsnmn, $1,781,225
Permissive insurance for a total appropriation of ..., $ 391,615*
PMC Voted Ievy‘ for a total appropriation of.........cecvecvivnccnrennas S 831,809
Non-Levied total appropriations... e, $27,388,379*
Predatory animal control = Sheep.....veiissnnssssensas .$1,776
Predatory animal control — Cattle.......cuueneuiennemsnsseessissenes $13,806

Total appropriations......o.eesseevccsescsiniaee ............................................. 537,045,156
SOil CONSEIVALION ....cecrvvereerenssrssensessssasssssanns s aam s serentne $11,434

Soil conservation Permissive [BVY ... $10,560

The effective date of this resolution is July 1, 2023, even if the resolution is adopted after that date.

Dated this 16! day of October, 2023




BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SWEET GRASS COUNTY
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‘ Ja”/ Moody, C?Zfr
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Wulllam Wallace, Member
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Melanie Roe, Member

Attest:

N =R

Vera Pederson, Clerk & Recorder
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Total Appropriations Budget FY 2023-2024 2022-2023 difference
County-Wide Budget $ 6,636,546.00 $ 6,422,425.00( $ 214,121.00
Rural Mill $ 1,781,225.00 § 1,675,619.00 | $ 105,606.00
Voted and Permissive $ 1,223,424.00 $ 1,141,710.00 | $ 81,714.00
Levied Funds Only Total $ 9,641,195.00 § 9,239,754.00 | $ 401,441.00
Non-levied Funds 1 $ 956,458.00 $  884,047.00 | $ 72,411.00
Non-levied Funds 2 $ 16,797,615.00 $ 13,876,376.00 | $ 2,921,239.00
Non-levied Funds 3 $ 9,634,306.00 $ 6,881,957.00 | $  2,752,349.00
Non-Levied Funds Total $ 27,388,379.00 $ 21,642,380.00 | $  5,745,999.00
PAC Sheep $ 1,776.00 $ 1,842.00 | $ (66.00)
PAC Cattle $ 13,806.00 $ 15,028.00 | $ (1,222.00)
Total Budget $ 37,045,156.00 $ 30,899,004.00 { $  6,146,152.00

Fund 7350 (Soil Conservation) is a trust account and has no expenditures,
therefore it is not included in the budget total.

Date Adopted:
Revenue Budgets

10/16/2023 Ame nded

Total Non-Levied Revenue Budget FY 2023-2024

2022-2023 difference
County-Wide Budget $ 1,656,645.00 $ 1,247,665.00 | $ 408,980.00
Rural Mill $ 145,402.00 $ 133,417.00 | $ 11,985.00
Levied Funds Non-tax revenues | $ 1,802,047.00 $ 1,381,082.00 | $ 420,965.00
Non-levied Funds 1 $ 322,863.00 $ 211,338.00 | $ 111,525.00
Non-levied Funds 2 $ 2,543,137.00 $ 1,815,662.001| $ 727,475.00
Non-levied Funds 3 $ 3,200,730.00 $ 1,783,575.00 | $ 1,417,155.00
Non-Levied funds revenue | $ 6,066,730.00 $ 3,810,575.00 | $ 2,256,155.00
All non-tax revenues $ . 7,868,777.00 $ 5,191,657.00 | $ 2,677,120.00

C:\Users\verap\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\SDFZU6GD\2023-2024 working budget V5 balanced (003)\\total rev & exp

budget\\10/16/2023\\9:35 AM
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RESOLUTION 10-16-2023 B

An Amended Resolution for Sweet Grass County to Fix the Tax Levies and Fees Pursuant to The FY
2023-2024 Final Budget, Pursuant to MCA 7-6-4034 and 7-6-4036 For County-Wide and Rural Milled
Funds, and Special Revenue and Capital Funds, State Equalization Mills

WHEREAS, the Sweet Grass County Commission approved a resolution adopting the Amended Final County
Budget showing expenses for all departments and activities; and,

WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4034 and 7-6-4036, MCA, requires the County Commission to fix the tax levy for all
funds as required to raise sufficient funds to meet said expenditures authorized in the budget; and,

WHEREAS, an Amended Resolution for Fixing Mill Levies was noticed for consideration on October 5 and
October 12, 2023; and,

WHEREAS, the County Commission held a public hearing on the Amended Sweet Grass County Budget on
October 16, 2023; and,

WHEREAS, the County Commission in the Preliminary and Amended Budget calculated the County-Wide Tax
Levy Limitation to be 127.29 mills, using 114.64 mills and leaving 12.65 mills “on the table”: calculated the
Rural Tax Levy Limitation to be 47.55 mills, using 38.78 mills and leaving 8.77 mills “on the table”; 11.77 mills
for the Permissive Medical Levy, and, 25 mills for the PMC Facility Voted Levy; and

WHEREAS, after receipt of the Certified Taxable Values the Commission determined that the CoUnty-wide
taxable value is $33,272,333, an increase of $563,951 from FY 2023: and the Rural taxable value is
$27,089,282, an increase of $43,990 from FY 2023; and,

WHEREAS, the Montana Department of Revenue did certify the yield of 1 mill for FY 2024 at $33,272.33 for
County-Wide mills; and $27,089.28 for Rural mills; and,

WHEREAS, the determination of tax revenue and mill levy limitations under section 15-10-420, MCA, for the
aggregate of all county-wide levied funds has been calculated to be $4,235,235 and 127.29 mills and
$1,288,095 and 47.55 mills for the rural funds levied outside the City of Big Timber; and, :

WHEREAS, The Montana Department of Revenue performed the calculation under 15-10-420, MCA, and
reported that the levy authority for State Equalization FY2024 is 77.89 mills; and,

WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners has determined that the correct number of mills to be levied
for Fiscal Year 2024 for the State Equalization Aid is 32.90 mills, the County Elementary Equalization Levy is
27.00 mills, and the High School Equalization Levy is 18.00 miills, for a total of 77.9 mills;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Sweet Grass County Board of County Commissioners that the
County-Wide Levy of 114.64 mills, the Rural Levy of 38.78 mills, and, the University Levy of 6 mills for Fiscal
Year 2024 are hereby fixed. State Equalization Aid Levy of 32.90 mills, the County Elementary Equalization
Levy of 27.00 mills, and the High School Equalization Levy of 18.00 mills, for a total of 77.9 mills, as
determined by the Montana Department of Revenue, for Fiscal Year 2024 are hereby fixed.

DATED this 16" day of October, 2023

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

SWEET GRASS COUNTY

77 4

ameg V. MOOC%CW
% Y1/ 9%

William Wallace, Mem:@/‘_’

Melanie Roe, Member N

Attest:

W\_QL&A&\

Vera Pederson, Clerk and Recorder
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SWEET GRASS COUNTY Filed 10 23 130 PM
Vera Pederson, Clk & Redr By yf w s}g; A ET—

RESOLUTION # 10-17-2023

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MACO TO REPERESENT THE INTERESTS OF THE COUNTY IN SEEKING A
DECLARATORY JUDGMENT FROM THE MONTANA SUPREME COURT REGARDING STATEWIDE MILLS

WHEREAS, there is an ongoing dispute regarding the calculation and levying of statewide mills
authorized by Mont. Code Ann. §§ 20-9-331, 333 and 360 which now requires a judicial resolution; and

WHEREAS, the Montana Quality Education Coalition has filed OP-23-0592, a Writ of Mandate,
with the Montana Supreme Court listing all 56 counties as Respondents; and

WHEREAS, the State of Montana has filed an action for declaratory relief against Missoula
County and its Commissioners and Treasurer, in the Fourth Judicial District Court; and

WHEREAS, taxpayers and other parties have made public statements indicating an intent to
initiate additional lawsuits against various counties; and

WHEREAS, the ongoing dispute regarding the proper calculation and levying of statewide
education mills is an issue of statewide importance, impacting every property taxpayer in the State,
which can and should be more efficiently resolved by an original action before the Montana Supreme
Court than separate lawsuits in different courts; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Mont. Code Ann. § 7-5-2104 the board of county commissioners has
jurisdiction and power, under such limitations and restrictions as are prescribed by law, to direct and |
control the prosecution and defense of all suits to which the county is a party; and

WHEREAS, Sweet Grass County is a member of the Montana Association of Counties (MACo);
and

WHEREAS, MACo has proposed to pursue an original action at the Montana Supreme Court on
behalf of its member counties seeking a declaration as the proper interpretation of Mont. Code Ann. §
15-10-420 and the Counties’ legal rights and obligations regarding levying of the statewide mills
authorized by Mont. Code Ann. §§ 20-9-331, 333 and 360; "

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Sweet Grass County Board of Commissioners
authorize MACo to take all steps necessary to file and prosecute an original action before the
Montana Supreme Court regarding the statewide mill levy calculation issues and to represent
interests of Sweet Grass County in that action.

Dated this 17th day of chober, 2023.

Sweet Grass County Board of Commissioners

Jaimes V. Moody- Com}z ssioner Chair Melanie C. Roe - Commissioner

A
William Wallace - Commissioner

QTP/-WND
L At R

Vera Pederson
Sweet Grass County Clerk and Recorder

| have read this resolution.

yz

Pat D}ingm\\}- Sweet Grass County Attorney




