AUGUST 2015
COMMISSIONER MEETINGS


Sweet Grass County Commissioner meetings are held in the office of the county commissioners in the Sweet Grass County Annex in Big Timber, Montana, unless otherwise noted in the minutes.  Regular commissioner meeting days are the first working day of each week (usually Monday unless Monday is a holiday then Tuesday) and every Thursday during the month.  These are the days to schedule issues that require the commissioner to take action.  The first Monday of each month a department head staff meeting will be held at 9:30 a.m. Claims will be reviewed and approved for payment every Thursday unless a conflict arises.  At least one commissioner will be in the office from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily unless they are at a conference or a meeting requiring them to be out of the office.

************************************************************************

Acronyms 

BC – Billings Clinic

DES – Disaster and Emergency Services

CCR – Coordinated Community Response

FLAP – Federal Lands Access Program

IC – Incident Command

L.E.P.C. – Local Emergency Preparedness 

MACo – Montana Association of Counties

MDT – Montana Department of Transportation

MOU – Memorandum of Understanding

PMC – Pioneer Medical Center

RC&D – Rural Conservation and Development

RFR – request for reimbursement.

TSEP – Treasure State Endowment Program – provides matching grant funds to local government agencies for construction of infrastructure projects. 

Tyler Technology – CSA sold to Tyler – the company that Sweet Grass County contracts with for all of our financial software.     



Monday, August 3, 2015

All Commissioners are in this morning.  Commissioner Mosness moved and Commissioner Faw seconded to approve an encroachment permit for Tom McGuane on the West Boulder Road.  Cory waived the fee and Larry Brewer will be doing the work.  The motion passed with 3 ayes.  Staff meeting was held at 9:30 and present were Jane Stene, Vicki Uehling, Jerry Mahlum, Dan Tronrud, Brooke Osen, Deanna Novotny, Catherine McKenzie and Lindsey from the Big Timber Pioneer.  Finance officer Uehling informed us that she has been working on the budgets and she went to classes last week.  Treasurer Stene has been working on the agenda for her convention and informed us that AT&T protested their taxes.  Sheriff Tronrud informed us that they installed a new DUI booking camera with audio with funds from DUI Task Force and they received 7 body cameras with the STEP grant.  DES Coordinator Osen has been busy with the company installing the DUI cameras and with Granite Technology with the computer issues at the courthouse.  Clerk of Court Novotny reported she issued 10 marriage licenses last month and had 3 new felony filings.  Commissioner Mosness informed us that they received the RAC Title II money which will be used for weeds and trail work.  Also, that they met with Bill Lloyd from Great West Engineering regarding the Pony Truss bridge.   Commissioner Faw informed us that the commissioners have been busy with Vicki going over budgets; he met with Beartooth RC& D and also had a fair board meeting.  Commissioner Wallace informed us that they had a transportation meeting going over the school bus routes for the upcoming year and also signed an agreement with the city for the Justice of the Peace position.  Commissioner Mosness made a motion to name Sheriff Tronrud to be the interim coroner, Commissioner Faw seconded it and it passed with 3 ayes.  We will start the process of combining the office of the Sheriff and Coroner.  The rest of the day was spent working on budget items with Vicki.  Peggy Campbell with DOR came in with the certification of taxable value in the amount of $18,927,609.00 for the general and $15,211,863.00 in rural.

Tuesday, August 4, 2015

All Commissioners are in today.  Discussion was held on funding the chamber position.  Commissioner Faw moved to fund a chamber executive director position in the amount of $40,000.00 for one year from the Metal Mines License Tax; this is only for one position.  There will be a 6 month and yearly report to the Commissioners and the rest of the terms are laid out according to the interlocal agreement.  Commissioner Mosness seconded this and it passed with 3 ayes.  Pat Pelstring with Renewable Resources (Greycliff Wind) came in to give us an update.  Jan Engwis and Rick Jarrett were also present.  Discussion was held on MHC funding.  Commissioner Mosness made a motion to use the general fund line item for the Mental Health Center, Commissioner Faw seconded this and it passed with 3 ayes.

Wednesday, August 5, 2015

All Commissioners are in the office today.  Commissioner Wallace went out to Wormser Loop for the close-out on the FEMA flood project.  Commissioner Wallace stamped payroll and also reviewed and signed PMC claims.  At 3:00 p.m. a conference call was held with Erin McCready of Dorsey Whitney on the draft version of the PMC/BC lease agreement.

Thursday, August 6, 2015

All Commissioners are in the office today.  Granite Technology came in to present their plans for IT support for the county.  The Commissioners will take a look at the proposal and make a decision on August 12th, 2015.  Ron Carlson came in to discuss the fishing access at Boulder Forks.  He does not believe county time and dollars should be spent on this project.  Commissioner Mosness judged the Open Class foods at the fair in the afternoon.

Friday, August 7, 2015

All Commissioners are in the office today.  Finance officer Uehling came in to go over some revised budget numbers.  Commissioner Wallace and Clerk and Recorder Pederson stamped warrants for the weekly claims.

Monday, August 10, 2015

All Commissioners were in today.

Tuesday, August 11, 2015

Commissioner Mosness and Faw are in this morning and Commissioner Wallace is working on tower at the airport with the road department.  After lunch Finance officer Uehling came in to finish budget work for FY2015/16.

Wednesday, August 12, 2015

All Commissioners are in the office today.  We signed the interlocal agreement with the City of Big Timber for the county attorney services in the amount of $17,056.00 yearly.  Commissioner Faw moved and Commissioner Mosness seconded this and it passed with 3 ayes.  This will go for administrative duties and not the salary for the county attorney.  We approved the MOU for the community crisis center.  Commissioner Mosness made the motion to accept and Commissioner Faw seconded; it passed with 3 ayes.  Harold Blattie from MACO called to discuss budget questions.  The Granite Technology proposal was discussed and we are moving forward with this for one year.  Commissioner Mosness moved and Commissioner Faw seconded this, it passed with 3 ayes.  Al Buerkle was in and informed us that he had talked to the city and the high school will be responsible for the water bill for the football field from this point on.



Thursday, August 13, 2015

Commissioner Wallace and Mosness are in today and Commissioner Faw is out.  Claims for the week were reviewed and signed.

Friday, August 14, 2015

Commissioner Wallace and Mosness are in today.

Monday, August 17, 2015

Commissioner Wallace and Mosness are in today and Commissioner Faw is out.  Justin with Western Federal Lands stopped in to update us on the core drilling for the Main Boulder Project.  A COS for Cookie Agnew was reviewed and Commissioner Mosness made a motion to accept, Commissioner Wallace seconded this and it passed with 2 ayes.  Commissioner Mosness attended a PMC board meeting at 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, August 18, 2015

All Commissioners are in today.  PMC claims were reviewed and stamped by Commissioner Wallace and Clerk and Recorder Pederson.

Wednesday, August 19, 2015

Commissioner Wallace and Faw are in today and Commissioner Mosness is in Billings.

Thursday, August 20, 2015

All Commissioners are in this morning.  Commissioner Wallace signed an agreement with MSU Extension for the county share of Marc King’s salary in the amount of $27,670.17.  Finance officer Uehling came in to do the cash meeting covering April, May, June and the end of year closing FY 2015.  Commissioner Mosness moved to accept journal entries 1013-1357, not all inclusive.  Commissioner Faw seconded this and it passed with 3 ayes.  Clerk and Recorder Pederson will record all end of year budget resolutions that were done this day.  Commissioner Mosness made the motion to accept these and Commissioner Faw seconded this and it passed with 3 ayes.

Friday, August 21, 2015

All Commissioners are in this morning.

Monday, August 24, 2015

[bookmark: _GoBack]All Commissioners are in today.  At 9:30 a.m. Granite Technology came in to meet with the department heads to explain the IT program that they will provide for us.  Present were, Vera Pederson, Marc King, Kandi Schuman, Jennifer Chappell, Jane Stene, Brooke Osen, Jami Moody, Lana King, Page Dringman, Vicki Uehling and Susan Metcalf.  Granite will come down once a month to provide IT services and Kandi Schuman will be the point of contact to collect the needs for all departments.  Granite explained they will update anti-viruses and also software updates.  Later in the day, Clerk and Recorder Pederson came in with June 2015 commissioner minutes, Commissioner Mosness moved to approve with corrections and Commissioner Faw seconded it passed with 3 ayes.

Tuesday, August 25, 2015

Commissioner Wallace and Faw are in today and Commissioner Mosness is in Bozeman.

Wednesday, August 26, 2015

All Commissioners are in the office today.


Thursday, August 27, 2015

All Commissioners are in the office today.

Friday, August 28, 2015

Commissioner Wallace and Faw are in today and Commissioner Mosness is in Billings for a Mental Health Center Board meeting.  Bruce Gilbert with the IRS gave us an update of possible findings on the 2013 audit he has been conducting.  He will send a letter when he has completed the audit.

Monday, August 31, 2015

All Commissioners are in this morning.  Finance office Uehling came in to go over budget numbers with us before the final budget hearing on Thursday, September 3, 2015.  Commissioner Faw was gone in the afternoon.


Claims for the month of August amounted to $132,173.09.

County and PMC August payrolls totaled $423,799.74.

Respectfully submitted 

/s/ Vera Pederson
						Board of County Commissioners



						William Wallace, Chairman
Attest:

Vera Pederson, Clerk
